
FIRE SERVICE COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

December 19, 2019 

 

The Fire Service Commission held a meeting on Thursday, December 19, 2019 at the 

Department of Fire Services, Boards and Commissions Room, Stow, Massachusetts. 

  

Present at the meeting were the following Commission members:  

Chief Gregory J. Burns  

Captain Michael McCullough 

Chief Alan J. Roy 

Ms. Roberta Fitzpatrick 

Undersecretary Jeanne Benincasa Thorpe 

 

Absent Commission members: 

FF Richard D. MacKinnon, Jr.  

 

DFS staff present at the meeting: 

State Fire Marshal Peter Ostroskey 

Deputy State Fire Marshal Maribel Fournier 

General Counsel Steven Rourke 

JoAnne Caruso 

 

There were no guests present. 

 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Chief Greg Burns at 10:21 a.m. 

 

AGENDA 

 

A. Approval of Minutes of the November 21, 2019 Meeting 

 

A motion was made by Chief Burns and seconded by Chief Roy and Firefighter 

McKinnon that the minutes of November 21, 2019, meeting be approved as written.   

 

The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 

B. Credentialing/Re-Credentialing Process 

 

A motion was made by Undersecretary Benincasa Thorpe and seconded by Captain 

McCullough to award accreditation to the following:  

 

1. Credentialing –  

 Deputy Chief Robert Amerault - Danvers Fire Department 

 Captain Howard Anderson - Onset Fire Department 

 Lieutenant Richard Ripley - Lynnfield Fire Department 

 Deputy Chief John Austin III - Natick Fire Department 

 

 

A motion was made by Chief Burns and seconded by Chief Roy to award re-accreditation 

to the following:  

 



2. Re-Credentialing –  

 Chief Joseph Guarnera - Athol Fire Department 

 Chief Richard Hamilton - Millbury Fire Department 

 Captain Timothy  Johnston - Ayer Fire Department 

 Assistant Chief Jonathan Miller - Monson Fire Department 

 Captain Edward Quinn Jr. - Peabody Fire Department 

 Assistant Chief Kurt Ruchala - Groveland Fire Department 

 Chief Frederick Tustin - Winchester Fire Department 

 

The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 

C. Old Business – FCAM on the issue of re-credentialing 

 

The Commission reviewed each of the recommendations put forth by the “Report and 

Recommendations of the FCAM Re-Credentialing Task Force” and discussed the applications and 

“Approved Training List”.   

 

General Counsel Rourke suggested that before any decisions could be made a comprehensive review 

of the entire process would be most beneficial especially to new Commission members.    

 

A motion was made by Ms. Fitzpatrick and seconded by Chief Roy to have a presentation 

conducted by DFS Staff involved in the credentialing process at the next scheduled 

meeting. 

 

The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 

D. General Issues and Updates from DFS 

 

Marshal Ostroskey briefed the Commission about the Bridgewater campus: the recent 

install of the pipe training prop and that DFS is on schedule for January 21st opening for a 

career recruit class of fourteen.  

 

The Department continues to work with a Licensed Site Professional following the 

detection of PFAS at the Stow campus.  Marshal Ostroskey and Deputy Marshal Fournier 

both attended a public meeting held in Stow, MA. 

 

 

E.  Determination of Next Meeting Date and Adjournment 

 

The date of the next meeting of the Fire Service Commission is yet to be determined.  A 

poll will be sent out to members to determine availability. 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Chief Roy and seconded by Captain McCullough. 

 

Said motion was approved by a unanimous vote of the Commission. 

The meeting of the Fire Service Commission concluded at 11:50 p.m.  


